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Hon’ble Justice Hegde ji, Hon’ble Minister Pail ji, Dr. Krishna ji, Sri Raha ji, Distinguished 
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. Good Afternoon 


When Gandhi was a young man in London, two books changed his life. One was the 
Bhaghavad Gita, which he read in the English translation, the Song Celestial. The second 
was an obscure legal treatise called Snell on Equity. 


In Snell on Equity, Gandhi learned about trusteeship, and it was a foundational part of his 
philosophy all his life. Wealth must be held in trust for society. Wealth must used to 
advance all the people. Wealth should not be closely guarded, not hoarded or used 
merely for conspicuous and gratuitous consumption. 


Gandhi was usual referring to wealth as in money or real estate or physical assets. But 
the Vachanas and the Sanskrit Sslokas—the ancient texts of India that form the foundation 
and the history of this great country—they all teach us that knowledge is the true wealth. 
Knowledge is the path to wisdom. Knowledge is the path to enlightenment. 


Ambedkar taught us that without knowledge, without education, we would never have 
government by the people, government that we own, government that serves us all. 
Knowledge is the path to true democracy. 


Knowledge is the very essence of the aims and goals so eloquently set out in the 
Preamble of the Constitution. Knowledge is the foundation of equality of status and 
opportunity. Knowledge is essential for liberty of thought and expression. Knowledge 
ensures the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the nation. 


Today, we have on this stage 12 Gandhi organisations from all across India. Today we 
have a national gathering—indeed an international gathering—of groups dedicated to 
spreading the message of the Mahatma. 


For the last several months, we have been digitising every single book here in the 
Karnataka Gandhi Smaraka Nidhi libraries. Today, we are presenting all of those 11,700 
books relating to Gandhi—in digital format—to these organisations here on the stage, 
making them the trustees of this knowledge. 


Embargoed Until 5pm, August 25, 2024 


The collection includes the collected works of Gandhi, the Desai diaries, the Navajivan 
Trust pamphlets, the Pyarelal biographies, hundreds of books about Gandhi, audio of 
126 speeches that Gandhi gave on All India Radio. The collection includes all 107 
volumes of the Selected Works of Nehru, the complete works of Ambedkar, the 
correspondence of Sardar Patel, books by Radhakrishnan and Subhas Chandra Bose. The 
collection includes materials in 12 languages. 


Some of these materials are in the public domain, they are already available on the 
Internet for anybody to access. But, some of these books are subject to copyright. The 
Copyright Act of India is very specific about what copyright means. It is the limited right 
to the authors and publishers to sell their books. This is an incentive for authors and 
publishers to make money, but the purpose of copyright is to increase and promote the 
diffusion of knowledge. Copyright is an act for the benefit of society, for the benefit of 
the people. 


The Copyright Act of India balances the rights of authors and publishers with a series of 
exceptions. Even if a book is in copyright, the international Marrakesh treaty—which 
India led the way in getting enacted and which is an integral part of Indian law—allows 
any books to be made available to the blind and visually impaired. 


Likewise, the Copyright Act of India says research uses are an exception to copyright. It 
says that any materials may be used in the course of instruction. This is because these 
uses are integral to the fundamental rights expressed in the constitution. Copyright is for 
the people and these exceptions ensure that those aims are met. 


Today we are making these materials available across India to the librarians of these 
wonderful organisations represented here on the stage. We are asking the librarians of 
these institutions to become trustees, to make these materials available for 
noncommercial uses, to do so within the parameters of the Copyright Act of India. We are 
asking them to be the guardians of this knowledge. 


This is the first release of the All India Gandhi Library. We have offered to digitise—at no 
cost—additional Gandhi materials these organisations may possess to add to the 
collection. We’ve already assisted the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi’s of Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh, and we welcome any additional materials. You send, we scan. Scanning is the 
new spinning 


Let us make this a truly national library, a truly modern library, an All India Gandhi 


Library for the 21st century. Knowledge is how we can spread the message of the 
Mahatma. Let us all become the trustees of this knowledge. Thank you. Jai Hind. Jai Gyan. 
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